THE 91°" MEDICAL GAS TREATMENT BATALLION

Without knowledge or application, on March 13, 194was appointed “Assistant
leader” of a contingent of selected men from Ld@a&rd No. 2 of Grayson County in the
State of Texas”, by my local draft board. On Maté&)| was among some 30 young
men who had received draft notices for servicheUnited States Army, who were
assembled in the lobby of the Grayson Hotel in Sla@r. It was a tense moment for us.
| don’t believe any of us wanted to join the arnmglanost of us believed that
mobilization was not necessary. We were not atamdrour leaders had been elected as
supporters of isolation. It was an unsettled tiorén Europe, Germany was attacking its
neighbors and in the Orient, Japan was also aggees®/e were protected by the vast
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. None of us wantejitoin the conflicts.

| was single and had practiced law in Shermanhiere years. Employed by the
firm of Webb and Webb, | had become financially-selfficient and did not want to
abandon a career which | thought was promisingedimed to me that in rapid
succession the United States Congress had pass@uaft Act, conducted a drawing and
called me up for military service.

At the hotel we waited for the southbound inteaurthat would take us to Dallas
where we would get our medical examination, be ateldi into the army and classified
for military service. By law we were conscripted hine months service. | figured |
would serve my time and return to Sherman to resuyéegal career. Had | known that
| was embarking on a fifty-one month military cardevould have been much more
concerned.

That day we were among a large group of draftelesut 900 white men) who
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were funneled into Dallas and inducted into theyarinbelieve we were all classified as
medics. The army’s policy of placing draftees $signments according to their
gualifications was swept aside. At Camp GranRackford, Ill., contractors had
completed construction of barracks to house rexfaitthe army’s medical corps. After
processing, we were sent to Fort Sill, Oklahomaskd in old, damp barracks for about
two weeks and then transferred to Camp Grant, wheess assigned to Company C"27
Medical Training Battalion.

We moved into new barracks, one of the row upenabthem, all of wooden
construction, all exactly alike. They were tworgtbuildings, with each floor filled with
cots and a foot locker at the foot of each bedsmall room on the ground floor was
reserved for the platoon sergeant and a corpdratisvas at the head of the two rows of
cots on each floor. Four such barracks housedrgpany and were positioned around its
headquarters building.

There was an acute shortage of people to trairAlisf the company officers
were young doctors with limited military experieraned each company had a very few
regular army corporals and sergeants. So despeastéhe situation that even though |
had no previous military training, | quickly becamare acting corporal and shortly
thereafter, an acting sergeant, occupying the f&ik@m in my barracks. When the
training period was over and the troops who hadipied my barracks were shipped out,
| was retained to help train the next batch of poAs a member of the permanent
training cadre, | was beginning to enjoy my miltaxperience although | counted the

days when my nine-month tour would end and | coetdrn home.



Within a week of the date of my expected releaselapanese attacked Pearl
Harbor and my hopes of return to civilian life sed.

| was selected to undergo officer training and s&xs to Carlisle Barracks in
Pennsylvania, which was a school used by the aonnain Medical Corps officers. On
July 24, 1942, as a sergeant, | was honorably digeld from the military service at the
convenience of the government and accepted appemtas 2 lieutenant, Army of the
United States. My first assignment as an officaswo the hospital at Camp Walters near
Fort Worth, Texas. | liked this assignment fawds little more than a hundred miles
southwest of Sherman. My parents, who lived imardtown apartment in Washington,
D.C., gave me their car when | became an offidédns was a great sacrifice, for the
nation was completely mobilized for war and carspigvate use were scarce. | enjoyed
the use of their only car as long as | would semvhe United States.

My assignment at Camp Walters terminated threetinsdater when | was
assigned to the §MMedical Gas Treatment Battalion at Camp Livingstohouisiana.
In the pine woods surrounding Alexandria, thregéatamps, each holding about 50,000
troops, had been established where military ungsevirained for deployment to either
the European or Pacific theaters. Alexandria avamall town and troops from Camp
Livingston and the other camps completely consuthedown, particularly on week-
ends. Quarters provided for officers and enlisteth at Camp Livingston were a far cry
from those at Camp Walters and Camp Grant. Trabps/zingston were being trained
for the rigors of warfare. When they departed tiveye considered to be capable
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The 9£' Medical Gas Treatment Battalion was being forméenvl arrived in the
early fall of 1942. | don't believe such a unitdhever existed before. We were to be a
specialized medical unit trained to treat troo$esung from gas attacks. None of us had
any experience in this field. Almost all of oufioérs were doctors, recently graduated
from civilian medical schools, with little trainingy experience treating gassed patients.

| was assigned to one of the battalion’s four canigs and as a second lieutenant
was placed in command of a shower. Can you imagirater years, answering the
guestion of a child: “What did you do in the war?’commanded a shower unit.” My
command consisted of seven enlisted men equippidavtrailer containing a water tank,
water pipes connected to shower nozzles, a smsdlliga driven water pump, floor
boards where people could stand while being shalyéngether with a canvas barrier
which could be erected, encircling the showersg@otecting the privacy of the bathers.
All of the equipment was painted an attractive ekirab military color. We were trained
to operate near creeks or rivers where water waikaée, only using water from our
tank trailer when surface water could not be ola@inOne of the gasses used in warfare
was Vesicant Gas. This gas causes blisters onrhakma. The only known treatment is
to thoroughly wash the gas off as quickly as pdssifihis was my military specialty,
although we were also trained to treat patientiesnfy from other known gases.

There was a constant arrival of divisions at Lggton which were trained and
then transferred for duty elsewhere. Th& BIGTB became an enigma. No one from
the top brass at the Pentagon on down througheudrthy knew what to do with us.
Every time a military confrontation in Europe, Afai or the Orient flared up our battalion

was placed on alert in case gas was used. It mea®r We stayed there in this hot,



humid pine forest in central Louisiana, on almaststant alert, for about 18 months. A
unit can practice unpacking, setting up, tearingmand packing a shower unit only a
few times before an ultimate efficiency occursislan understatement to claim that |
commanded a proficient unit.

At Livingston the war was passing us by and wedttd invent ways to maintain
our moral. It helped that | was placed on the carmppysical fitness team. Before being
transferred, all units trained at Livingston hagh&ss a standard physical fithess
requirement, the most difficult part of which wag forced march. The soldiers,
carrying their full pack, in marching formation, reeequired to march a designated
distance, at a fast pace in a specified periothwé.t It was a grueling test, especially in
Louisiana’s hot and humid climate. To certify atismcompliance, Livingston’s fithess
team marched with them. There were many unitettested and although the members
of the team did not carry a full pack, we all beegphysically fit.

An occasional weekend pass to New Orleans or 8poethelped break the
monotony, but recreation had not been on the arpnysity list when the location of
Livingston was selected.

Each officer of the FIMGTB was housed in a small wooden building, at®ut
by 10 feet with a gable roof, containing a cot, Btadle and a chair. Black tar paper
covered the sides. The huts were neither air tioneéd nor heated. More than forty
officers, billeted in several rows of these hutaffed the battalion. Next to my hut was a
vacant hut and it became our Battalion OfficersbClit was furnished with a small table
and two or three chairs, a few cases of Coca @ataest of crushed ice and a jar where

the officers could leave money for their purchashe club operated on the honor



system, was never locked and there was never amiagle of money to pay for the
supplies. Most officers kept a bottle of whiskeytheir huts and almost all of us used
Coca Cola as a mixer. At times during the war albwhiskey allowance was available
for officers and | became the unofficial battaliOfficers Club manager. Excessive
drinking was not permitted and during the war I\Wred no instance when it interfered
with the performance of duty.

Among the constant rotation of units which pagbedugh Livingston were many
talented college and high school football athlet&slocking back from a northern
college obtained permission to form a Camp Livinggtootball Team which we called
the Third Army Spartans of Camp Livingston. Mawoydéers volunteered to join the
team. My only experience in the football world Hzeen as third string end for one
season on the Bonham High School Purple WarriemsteMy only actual football
experience occurred in one game when defendingkadit return | failed to make a
tackle which resulted in the opponent’s touchdowaoertainly was not qualified to
compete with the many athletes, some of whom hegived national recognition at the
college level before being drafted. They permittezlto become equipment manager
and we were able to assemble enough used andaksgcfotball paraphernalia to field a
rather shabby looking team.

Livingston’s recreation area was in a nearby figltere a baseball diamond and
football field had been created, where we practaedi played our home games.

All of us loved the game but we also joined trentebecause it permitted us to be
relieved of military duty during practice sessi@m& on the days when the games were

played. Our blocking back, a Lt. Bainton, was bathlayer and our coach. We had a



full fall schedule, playing other military campsdasome divisions. Although the team
was physically fit for military service we were re\able to get it in football condition.
We played a good first half but were so exhaustethé second that we lost most of our
games. Toward the end of the season we had aidedeghme with Northeast Junior
College in Monroe, Louisiana, where the game wagqd. We liked playing away from
camp, the further the better, for it provided ughvat least an additional day free of
military duty. The college’s ROTC unit had orgasdzheir team, which we considered
to be little more than high school boys which alemted players would easily defeat. At
the end of the first half we were winning, butle tsecond half, which was much rougher
than we had expected, we lost the game.

What happened at the end of the game is contrieleROTC officials
contended that when the final whistle blew, ourcking back coach walked across the
field using foul and offensive language and in agentlemanly manner struck the
opponent’s coach and other players. Immediatélyaaties from each bench raced to the
center of the field and engaged in a brawl. It join the fight and | tried to break it
up.

The junior college had invited us to spend tlghhin their gymnasium and we
were all looking forward to enjoying the night life Monroe after the game. In view of
the obvious animosity the fight had created wedkztito load up our men and
equipment and head back to Livingston. | checkéd & hotel in Monroe, intending to
contact the ROTC officials and try to calm thingsvh the next morning. The next
morning, not knowing who to contact and what to, $agturned to camp without making

this effort.



The game had been played on October 16, 1943hamagh channels court

martial charges arrived at the commanding geneoffice at Camp Livingston.

In an old file a yellowed carbon copy of a defeateur conduct, written on

November 4, 1943 reads as follows:

“Early in the game one of our backs made an end swe  ep close
to the bench where Lt. Bainton and | were seated. He was one of
the lightest players and had a history of a knee in  jury. For that
reason we were very anxious about him and watched h  im very
closely when he played. He was tackled high and sl  ugged
several times by one of the players from the Northe  ast Junior
College team about 10 or 15 yards in front of the p  lace where we
were seated. Several players piled on and | though  t our player
was hurt. Lt. Bainton went out on the field and at  tempted to pull
the players off of him. He did not strike anyone, and as far as |
know did not use any profane language.

“The game was one of the roughest | have ever seen . The
officials, who were selected by Northeast Junior Co llege, seemed
to make no attempt to control the game. Several of our players
were injured. This, together with the conduct of t he players from
the Northeast Junior College team, caused our team to appear to
be angry. Lt. Bainton and | were afraid that there might be

trouble after the game and late in the fourth quart  er he told me to



be sure that all of our players got off the field i mmediately after
the game.

When the game was over Lt. Bainton, Captain Delmore and |
ordered all the players to face toward our side of the field and go
back to the gym. This they did and most of the pla  yers
completely left the field. | was in the middle of the field to make
certain that the eleven men playing at the end of t  he game left in
good order. They were all walking off the field wh  en Lt. Bainton
started walking toward the Northeast Junior College bench. He
was walking slowly with his head down and seemed to be feeling
badly about the way the game went.

“I noticed that several of our players were lookin g over their
shoulders toward the Northeast Junior College bench as they
walked off the field. One of our players yelled, *  They got Lt.
Bainton.” | turned around and saw what looked to b e the entire
Northeast squad around someone. Several of our pla  yers ran
over and a fight started. | ran over and attempted to break it up.
It lasted a few minutes and several of our players helped to end
it.

“I thought Lt. Bainton was going to the Northeast bench to
congratulate the opposing coach as was his custom w hen his

team lost.



“I know Lt. Bainton to be an officer and a gentlem  an and know
he commands respect and obedience from histeam. H e had
taught his team to play clean football and had inst ~ ructed them to
play clean, hard football before the game started.

“I do not recall his ever having used profanity.

“F.N. Rogers 01533660
1% Lt.,MAC”

Somehow no court martial occurred, but word camomfcamp headquarters that
if the Third Army Spartans of Camp Livingston wasptay out the remainder of its
games, | was to be the head coach. We playedwauremaining games and actually
managed to tie one of them. The blocking backinaet to call all the plays and make
all the decisions. | could now claim that in agditto commanding a shower unit, | had
also coached a football team, above the collegd.lev

| was also placed in charge of the battalion’sanpbol. Each company was
equipped with tents, medical equipment and suppltash with its personnel could be
quickly moved. Toward the end of our tour at Liyston | was transferred to battalion
headquarters as operations staff officer.

In retrospect my eighteen months at Livingstohpégasant memories. | enjoyed
the company of an attractive head nurse at a govanhhospital in Alexandria who
introduced me to some of the citizens of the towvith some of our officers | learned to
fish in the bayous located in the area. Alexansligantribution to the war effort was
considerable. The small town was completely intedidy the 150,000 troops which

surrounded it.
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Someone, high in the chain of military commandidied that if gas were ever to
be used in this war, it would be used by despdsatenans when we invaded France.
Orders were received transferring thé' 8AGTB to the European theater. My car was
returned to my long-suffering parents who livedMashington, D.C. and had been
without a car since | became an officer. The liattavith all of its equipment secretly
moved by rail to a location north of New York Citg, await shipment overseas.
Everything was now cloaked in a cloud of secreeldeon fear that knowledge of the
location or destination of our battalion would sesly impact the course of the war. |
could not tell my parents where | was or where $\gaing.

It was enormous accomplishment, moving all our @eth equipment from the
pine woods of central Louisiana to a little towrrimal England called Ross on Wye. In
New York City’s harbor we were loaded onto a cotee@British cruise ship which
became a part of a large convoy. | was assigrsgéee in a stateroom on one of the
upper decks with four other officers. We were aled as was the entire ship.

Security was extremely tight and as we left Newkvidarbor and assumed our
place in the convoy I did not know our destinatam only guessed that our ship was
carrying about five thousand American men and Bvidsh women to England. The
English women had been assigned a stateroom @athe deck and close to the
stateroom which | occupied. One of them, extrenattiyactive and proper with a crisp
English accent, became a friend of mine and wasoresble for the limited social life
that | enjoyed in England and in Europe duringftil®wing eighteen months. | never
knew what her British work assignment was. Shekewin London while our battalion

was stationed in England, worked in Paris after ¢itggt was captured by the allies and
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while our battalion was on the continent, and atterwar was over, the British
government sent her to Washington, D.C. well befoee9f MGTB arrived home from
Europe. She was obviously highly competent arelligent. While on a rare pass in
war-time, blacked out London, | was shown a citgemair attack, which very few would
see. Also, she was responsible for a few touRanis under Allied occupation, which |
would not have seen but for her.

The voyage of our slow convoy across a stormy iNAttantic was uneventful.
We landed in Liverpool, England, and ultimatelyiad at a town called Ross on Wye.
It was on one of the bends of the Wye River, aladutindred miles west and slightly
north of London. The town was a beautiful Englidlage with old winding roads along
ancient walls enclosing small cottages and gardérsad been built on a promontory
overlooking the river. Its downtown consisted gfaice station, a few business
buildings and a typical, small, old English hot#lwas an insignificant military target
and although larger towns and military instillasomere often subjected to German air
attacks, it was not close to any major militarydtien of importance and it never
received any damage. We could not have been statiat a safer place.

Our battalion arrived there about six months eforDay, the beginning of the
Allied invasion of France. An almost unbelievabléld up of troops, their equipment
and provisions was underway. So much so thaeinheel to me the southern portion of
this ancient island was in danger of sinking. Iyrhave been the largest assembly of an
invading military force in the history of warfaréll units were expected to be fully
trained. | remember requesting gasoline so tleatdige number of vehicles and drivers

in our motor pool could practice a convoy marcleve3al months had elapsed since our
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vehicles had been made ready for shipment fromdiania to New York, shipped across
the Atlantic, unloaded and shipped to Ross on Wiyaias embarrassing when
headquarters replied that our unit should have ba#itiently trained before we were
transferred to England. But the request was gdaautel our drivers were allowed to
practice on the winding, narrow roads of EnglandcWhwvere different from those we
had used in Louisiana.

| continued my job as unofficial battalion offiséclub manager. At Ross on
Wye the officers of the $1IMGTB were housed in a hewly constructed buildirtgal
was cold and damp. Near the center of the villgmall, old hotel building which was
not occupied was available for our use. With taepssion of our commanding officer,
some of our officers were permitted to move intoSeveral of us did. We each had
private rooms which were more comfortable and tioitel became our battalion officers’
club.

A trained military unit waiting an invasion ham# on its hands. An exercise
program to maintain physical fithess was followddhe engines on our vehicles were
modified so that the air intake of their carburetaould be above the water level if they
were forced to operate through the surf as theyogghed a shore. Classes covering
topics, most of which we had studied before, weraacted. | was sent to a school
teaching the art of camouflage which was conduatexh old English castle located on a
large beautiful estate. All of us were housed faaddn the castle for three weeks as we
enjoyed studying this subject.

As a staff officer, a driver and a jeep were ald# to me for any military duty.

Off duty, I missed my parents’ car and replacesiiih a Raleigh bicycle. It had been
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manufactured in England and was better in all categ than any bicycle | had ever
owned. It was very light and strong with threeafard speeds. It carried me along the
English roads in and around Ross on Wye. The cgaide was checkered with small,
well manicured fields, unlike anything | had seeéh@me. Interesting pubs were spaced
along the way where bottles of whiskey (Scotch)dde bought in the event the army’s
sporadic ration was depleted at our officers’ club.

Rail service to London was available and on dayegkend passes | enjoyed
several trips to the city. Wartime London was adteerie. Dense fog usually enveloped
the city; often so thick that one could not se@ssra street. This famous London fog
does not exist today. | understand that the pohutesulting from burning coal for heat
and cooking had aggravated the problem. When lthexre the Battle of Britton,
somewhat abated, was continuing and warning saedsxploding German bombs were
commonly heard. Its great hotels continued toeséza in the afternoon and provide a
sparse meal for patrons at mealtime. London coatrto endure the massive bombing
of the German Air Force, took it all and demongitlato the world its British courage.

Back at peaceful Ross on Wye only a rare fog eaiand wailing sirens and
exploding bombs were not heard. Although there avaagging dread of the task ahead,
| am forced to admit that | enjoyed my military\@ee there.

We did not know when, but we all knew somethingwas about to happen.
Major units were moved south, out of their comfbleaquarters, and onto fields close to
the south of England and around Southampton, a kggport in southern England. We
were placed on alert, but had not been moved seléim another embarrassment

occurred.
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“Grandpa, what did you do on D Day?”

“Child, I liberated a case of whisky at a suppépdt.”

During World War Il the term “liberated” had a ketcal military meaning. It
wasn’'t exactly stealing; it was the taking of solnieg which had been abandoned which
a soldier wanted. At various times as we advamoedss France, Belgium and
Germany, | liberated three motorcycles, all in gooddition with empty gas tanks and
abandoned beside the road. In Germany, with olebfficers who was a pilot, we
liberated a small German airplane. After filling gas tank we flew it around the area.
The remnants of the German army fleeing acrosscerdelgium and Germany
abandoned things which the American soldier comsitieo be war souvenirs and most
soldiers actively liberated them. Our supreme camuber was a spoil sport and made us
turn in these items which created a double standiitie item was of very small value,
the soldier could keep it, if it was of considermhlue the army would take it and
become the liberator.

The supply depot and | both knew the unit whichusth have received the whisky
was gone. The depot had also been alerted for meweand needed to pack more
important war materiel and actually wanted to gebf the whisky. They were glad to
give it to me. When my driver and | returned tsRon Wye we learned that the long-
awaited invasion of France had occurred.

The 9% MGTB was moved to a field near Southampton. Tken@ns had not
gassed our troops as they landed in France. O D/ldays after the beginning of the
invasion) we were shipped across the English CHaandtah Beach near the base of the

Cherbourg Peninsular. As we were approaching ¢aetba naval vessel far to our right
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was firing its cannons. The port of Cherbourg hatlbeen captured and it may have
been supporting our ground forces there. Our fapdraft skillfully followed a course
which it had used before carrying troops and mailtéwi this beach. It encountered no
opposition as it slid into the beach and lowersediiw. The troops of the 9MGTB
simply jumped ashore. First Army troops had setttine beach area, had advanced
across a major portion of the peninsular and wevarcing on Cherbourg. We
assembled our men and equipment and moved inlaedewle occupied a predetermined
field between hedgerows. We dug fox holes andedaifThe field was littered with
debris from crashed glider parts. Thé&®8&irborne Division had crashed a glider in this
area before dawn on D Day and we used their ghdds to cover our fox holes.

| was the most insignificant operations officelFrance, assigned to a small
medical battalion which had trained for two yearsréat soldiers suffering from gas
attacks that never occurred. We were in the midtitbe most massive invasion in the
history of warfare with nothing to do. First Arnsy¥/Il Corps, using itsInfantry
Division, 90" Infantry Division and 9 Infantry Division, had followed the predawn
assault of the 82 Airborne Division and the 169Airborne Division, and had secured
our safe landing at Utah Beach and present locaitween hedgerows near the base of
the Cherbourg Peninsular. Many young men had gliedding us with this safe field
and | had actually done nothing more than hangratdor the ride.

At last, the army found something for us to doe ¥ét up our companies near
hospital units and accepted soldiers with minor metsu Most of them still had small
pieces of iron shrapnel embedded in their bodidsese came from exploding shells and

some of the fragments were very small and diffituliocate. Our young doctors, trained
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to treat gassed patients, now became surgeongmertpdebridements, and our large
tents became surgical rooms and hospital wards.

As First Army advanced into France it became asmadighting force with four
corps, VII Corps, V Corps, Xll Corps and XIX CorpA.field hospital was usually
established with each of its corps and near itafrtae 9F' MGTB companies would be
set up to perform minor surgery and threat the $es®usly wounded. My job, as
battalion operations officer, was to keep in conteth army headquarters and provide
our battalion commander with current informatiort@he location of the front lines. As
their locations changed each of our companies mediee moved. The location of each
company and our battalion headquarters had to jppeagd by higher headquarters in
advance of each move.

It seemed to me that it took a long time for thea to evolve. Our battalion’s
first field hospital was established close to ttece where we originally camped near the
base of the Cherbourg Peninsular. With the heth®B82° Airborne Division the
peninsular had been cut and Cherbourg captured.

One afternoon an 82Division soldier walked down the road toward our
headquarters. He was a cousin of mine, Horacesdieifrom McKinney, Texas. He had
an air about him that reeked of professionalisne. heid landed with the 8%n North
Africa, Sicily, Italy and had crashed in a glidetd the hedgerows beyond Utah Beach on
D Day. On this day, he and another soldier weggdjng a bridge across a creek some
distance down the road. He had learned where itglioa was and came to visit me

with a bottle of wine that he had liberated whesdmit had captured Cherbourg.
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Although | had several relatives in the army, thés the only time any of us met during
the war.

| have never known a soldier who did not gripdis life is a series of periods of
hurry-up-and-wait. He spends little time fightinlj seems to him that the delays have
made his fight more dangerous. Almost all thirkt tthey could have planned the
operations better. Other units were not doing fjodi, making his more difficult. The
food was bad. With all of the above, they havefidemce in and an admiration only
their own unit.

During our visit Horace explained that he had lveasin a glider close to the field
where we later camped. | may have covered my @& With portions of the glider
which had borne him from England. He stated that8?“ had been told before the
invasion that their job was to secure the beadhaiothe units of First Army could land,
after which they would be returned to England. irhplication, if not the actual
statement, was that the units of First Army couldnt the peninsular and capture
Cherbourg and that the 8had to stay and finish the job for them. | condd defend
First Army because it seemed to me th&'®ad done just that. Every soldier | knew
admired the 8%' and the 10% Airborne Divisions. During the Battle of the Belthe
102 would hold its ground at Bastion which becamesibathern shoulder of the
German penetration (the shoulders of any assawtiere the most casualties are likely
to occur; if held, attacks from there can pinchtb# penetration and encircle it). The
82" and 101" with other divisions contained the penetrationseemed to me that when
serious crises occurred during the invasion of perthese two divisions preformed a

critical role.
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There were two ways World War Il airborne troopsr@vused in landing behind
enemy lines. The most publicized drop was by garecusually from a DC3. The other
way was by crashing a glider into the ground. Aire soldiers will tell you that glider
pilots were crazy. There was a shortage of thedrtlaey were instructed after they
crashed their expendable glider to find their waptigh the enemy lines back to their
base where there would be other expendable ghdeich they could crash somewhere
else. Some of them had wanted to be fighter pdaotshad busted out of flight school.

The World War 1l glider supplied to the Americarbarne divisions was
monstrosity of aircraft design. It was an elondat®x like, engineless air plane with
fragilely constructed frame covered with fabric antider light material, which was large
enough to carry a pilot, assistant pilot, a jeen\&imounted 50 caliber machine gun,
ammunition, gasoline and other supplies for the g&d its gun, and an airborne jeep
driver and lieutenant with their war time suppli@he glider had a fixed landing gear
and could be landed safely if enough smooth tetrappened to be available. Such
landing space did not exist at the planned droggzam D Day. The nose of the glider
was hinged so that it could be tilted upward allogvihe jeep to be backed into it. When
loaded a cable was attached to the rear of the yeaph through a series of pulleys was
attached to the glider's nose. When the jeep méwedard the cable would cause the
nose to rise and the jeep could drive out of tieegl Four people, a jeep and necessary
equipment loaded the glider to its capacity. Aleattached to the tail of a DC3 and the
nose of the glider would pull it into the air. Whthe glider reached the landing zone the

glider was disconnected from the cable and allotwaglide to earth.
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The Germans had used the glider supporting aigboffienses and believing the
cost in lives and equipment was excessive, haddavead its use. Not so the Allies. On
or before D Day it is probable that the first tredp be airborne lifted off from an air
base about a hundred miles north of London neawa talled Leicester. They were the
gliders of the 82 Airborne Division. The generals who had planrfeslihvasion had
selected the place where the gliders would beonsd from their DC3s. A safe landing
at this place was impossible. It was the Frenagbmw country near Ste. Mere Eglise,
close to the base of the Cherbourg Peninsulary $t@all fields surrounded by ditched,
wooded areas called hedgerows existed there. rElachad been selected because it was
poorly defended since the Germans had reasoneddls®nsible person would try to
land a glider there.

Once the cable pulling the glider is disconneéterh the DC3 the skill of the
glider pilot is severely tested. It was pitch dattiken the D Day landings occurred. If the
glider pilot is confronted with an obstruction renaot pull up and select another landing
area. He must select a touch down place whichigees\the least amount of damage to
the glider, its passengers and crew. If the nbsleeoglider is severely damaged it will be
almost impossible for the jeep to drive out of tome of these pilots were the best pilots
of World War I1.

During First Army’s buildup of equipment and mem ©herbourg Peninsular |
had too much time on my hands. Our doctors wetgualy treating a constant flow of
casualties. On a rare occasion or two | assist@daviding anesthesia before and during
surgery under the strict directions of the surgeds.l mentioned our surgeons were

having some difficulty finding small iron fragmergmbedded deep in a soldier’s body.
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The fragment needed to be removed and the surgdarotiwant to increase the size of
the wound any more than necessary. | remembargakpair of surgical scissors to our
motor pool, wrapping a coil of wire around thep,ttonnecting the ends of the wire to a
truck battery and magnetizing the tips of the siss This may have helped some of our
surgeons locate the fragments, because the sucgeatthfeel an iron particle that he
could not see.

Utah and Omaha beaches joined at a narrow plabe atse of the Cherbourg
Peninsular where a small creek flowed into the BhgChannel. There had been
considerable fighting there for the Germans habtex the connection. A German
battery of 88s had this spot within range and dooadly lobbed artillery shells into it.
Foolishly, | decided to go on a sightseeing visiOmaha Beach. On our return, as my
driver and | were crossing the small creek, thentaer battery of 88s fired. The roof of a
building about 100 yards in front of us was blowh and another shell exploded in a
deep ditch, which was close to and in front of W& were not hurt and got out of there
as quickly as possible. Our battalion commandestmat have known of this foolish
visit, for he never mentioned it to me and might Imave approved.

The 9% MGTB, as a part of First Army, would engage in tiaenpaigns of
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, NetherlandsGentral Europe. It would make
successive moves, following the front lines, fa better part of a year. After
successfully establishing beachheads in Francgt, Aimy would be involved in three
major battles which contributed to victory in Wokldar Il. They were The Breakout,

The Falaise Gap and The Bulge.
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The movement of the enormous amount of tankskstuartillery, ammunition,
gasoline, food and troops from southern Englantiédeachheads of France was
necessary before a breakout could occur. Napddanious statement that an army
moves on its stomach was not true in this war. &nomy moved on gasoline, ammunition
and air cover. Their supply would limit our advariefore and after the battle of France
was won.

As a low ranking operations officer | had no knegde of the grand plan and
learned of our strategy only after the fact. Aesliildup continued the ordinary soldier
worried about the delay. Although we had advarmdnd our landing zones, the
advance had been slow and we felt pinned dowrsmall area. The soldiers generally
believed that the British had stalled and failegrtoperly advance into Caen, and |
suspect that the British soldier griped becausétherican army had not captured St.
Lo. Security prevented the troops from knowing thheen adequate supplies and troops
were in place, First Army’s COBRA operation woulel et in motion.

What happened next, for all practical consideratjavas two battles resulting in
the capture of France. One is unable to deteriwrstudying the books written by the
generals involved (“Crusade in Europe” by Eisenhoavel “A Soldier’'s Story” by
Bradley) how much of the battle plans had beenrpm@ted in OVERLORD (original
invasion plan) and how much was improvised as @tre§strategic conditions that
existed at the time the battles occurred. Thelfiastle, code-named COBRA was called
The Breakout by soldiers in the field. It was de¥led by a second battle which ended in
a massive entrapment and resulted in the destrucfialmost the entire German army in

France. In it the American and British forces erled the German army, defeated it and
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forced it to retreat through a narrow gap. Thelieos$ in the field called this second
battle the Battle of Falaise Gap. The AmericanBritish air forces, based in England,
engaged in their most massive coordination andiweveent with ground forces in both
battles, with devastating results.

On July 28' 1500 British bombers saturated a five-mile blamte=rench soil,
west of St Lo, with sixty thousand 100-pound bomBsme of them had missed the
blanket and killed and wounded our troops, butdit@ck devastated the German
positions. Our troops advanced across the bomlaattdt. The German panzer
divisions that had defended Caen with other tradfecked to the west toward Mortain
seeking to cut through to Avranches, isolating dipo of First Army and Third Army,
which had sent its VII Corps southwest towardBhigany ports and its XV Corps
southward to Laval and then northward toward ArgentThe British 2% Army Group
pushed forward past Caen forming a shoulder ndarséa Between the U.S. troops at
Argentan and the British troops at Falaise a nagap existed through which a major
portion of the German army in France had to pagsiés to retreat. Retreat it did,
resulting in complete destruction of its effectiess.

First Army maintained the base and the rear Sfiéise large pocket.

In August the general commanding First Army (Begdittook command of the
United States Twelfth Army Group, commanding Fastl Third Armies, and another
general (Hodges) took command of First Army. THrdy's general (Patton) had
secretly assembled the Third Army in a part ofdhea controlled by First Army in
Normandy. As a part of the planned pre-invasiategéon the flamboyant Patton was

supposed to be in command of a huge concentratifake assault forces in the Dover
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area of England where the English Channel was almbyit 20 miles wide. The deception
had worked and German troops were concentratethimcE opposite this area, expecting
the ultimate attack. Actually, more than a hundrekes to the southwest, on D Day, the
British Second Army, consisting of itS' Corps and 30 Corps, landed on Sword, Juno
and Gold Beaches, near Caen, France.

While all this maneuvering was taking place thmpanies of the $IMGTB, as
a part of the United States First Army, was esséitig its field hospitals. Each company
moved forward with each corps and it seemed thaisaur casualty load was heavy until
well after the Battle of Falaise Gap.

The decisive victory at the Battle of Falaise @agsented the allies with two
problems. The first was assembling and contaithiedarge number of prisoners of war.
A group of these prisoners were delivered to tfeMGTB. They had apparently been
classified as less dangerous than the averagenpris@hey were all former Russian
soldiers who had surrendered to the Germans oRuBeian front. After being trained
they became German soldiers and were sent tothghAllies in France. They had
surrendered again to the Allies. None of the efficand men of the ¥MGTB could
legally possess fire arms and we could not be densd a proper garrison for a prisoner-
of-war camp. Never during the entire life of oattalion had we known such luxury.
The Russians dug our fox holes, tore down our t@htn we moved and then erected
them at our new locations. They were so happ\etalive and with us that they were
willing to do any task we assigned to them. A#dew delightful weeks some high-

ranking officer took our servants.
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The second problem confronting the Allies was $2afihere were no German
troops between the U.S. First Army and Paris ardsthall German garrison there
wanted to surrender. All supplies sustaining thieeé\ (principally gasoline and
ammunition) were arriving in France through itsdiess and were then trucked to the
troops. Failure to adequately supply our troopsiie ultimately halt our advance. Four
million hungry people resided in Paris and supmtimeir needs would tax the already
stressed army supply system. | believe the afjesterals considered by-passing Paris
along with other locations that were by-passed @asdvanced toward Germany.

First Army drove up to near the outskirts of Pamsl came to a screeching halt.
Political and propaganda considerations contrdhedsituation. First Army would wait
and let a small French unit liberate the city. YOafter this ceremonial entry were we
permitted to enter the City of Light. In additiBmpolitics and supplies, Paris presented
another military problem. No invader has everteleto destroy Paris and no troops who
entered the city have ever wanted to leave. A opmof trucks carrying much needed
ammunition to the front in Belgium upon entering tiity might find reason to stay for a
few days. Agencies of all Allied governments wofitdl reasons to open offices there.
The supreme headquarters of the allies would bedtbat Versailles, a famous palace
near the city. All hotel rooms in the city wouldmediately become booked. In wartime
in this lovely city, which had been a magnet atiracGermans, would in only a few
days attract and be consumed by the Allies. Evexwho visited the city was affected
by it.

After our extended stay in the Normandy hedgeramgswith First Army through

the Breakout and the Faliase Gap, our entry intes Raas an almost unbelievable
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experience. Everything was beautiful, adorned WitWwers and happy people. It was as
though no death, rubble or bomb craters existdtwds orderly and nice. One day,
while enjoying the liberation of Paris with my lkeibn commanding officer, we visited a
store which exclusively sold Guerlain Shalimar Beré. At my commanders suggestion
I bought a small bottle and shipped it to my math®he would receive a gift of the same
product each Christmas and birthday for the resieofife and each time | purchased the
gift my memory of Paris would be revived. Paris haspecial effect on invading
soldiers.

Reluctantly, the FIMGTB departed Paris and with First Army we heafted
Belgium. There was a general feeling among thepsdhat the road was clear and time
was of the essence. We felt we needed to takentatya of the disarray of the defeated
German units and advance before they could estatidifensive positions. Everywhere
there was evidence of German panic and the fadltitleeir supply system. | had left my
bicycle in England when we left for Normandy anavnoot far from Paris, beside the
road | liberated a small, one cylinder motorcyclde only thing wrong with it was its
empty gas tank. A few days later another largantaa motorcycle was liberated,
abandoned for lack of gas. Shortly thereaftecked up yet a finer motorcycle, again
immobilized for lack of gas.

The advance was not as easy as it sounds. Althbwgasn'’t as bad as it had
been during the Breakout and Falaise Gap, we weatirig wounded soldiers and we
were going through towns which were piles of rebbl

We all sensed the ultimate, inevitable and slosvlglving end. Our advance

from the beaches of France had been slower thagceegband the port of Cherbourg had
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not been as usable as we had hoped. For all gabptirposes our supplies were coming
across the beaches of France where inadequatéatetilloading equipment was
available. Eisenhower’s “Crusade in Europe”, atBg explains the problem as
follows:

“These meager facilities could not support us fimitely and there was bound to
be a line somewhere in the direction of Germanyrevinee would be halted, if not by the
action of the enemy, then because our supply hiaelsbeen strained to their elastic limit.

“A reinforced division, in active operations, canges from 600 to 700 tons of
supplies per day. When battling in a fixed positimost of the tonnage is represented in
ammunition; on the march the bulk is devoted tmfas and lubricants, called, in the
language of the supply officer, POL.

“With thirty-six divisions in action we were facedth the problem of delivering
from beaches and ports to the front lines some(@Xons of supplies every day. Our
spearheads, moreover, were moving swiftly, fredyesgventy-five miles per day. The
supply service had to catch these with loaded sudkvery mile of advance doubled the
difficulty because the supply truck had always madeo-way run to the beaches and
back, in order to deliver another load to the mauglroops. Other thousands of tons
had to go into advanced airfields for construcaon subsequent maintenance. Still
additional amounts were required for repair of geisl and roads, for which heavy
equipment was necessary.”

First Army was halted (D+120), primarily for lilkeg supplies, on a line just

beyond the town of Aachen, near the German bordarBelgium and about fifty miles
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from Germany’s Rhine River. As had occurred iniRandy, we now waited for another
buildup of supplies.

In this war two vehicles were the primary beas$tsusden; one was a truck (the
army’s 6x6) and the other was an airplane, the @Bed the C47 by the air force). The
medical corps had established its principal gerfevapital at Paris. As we advanced
beyond Paris the most seriously injured soldidtsy &eing stabilized in a field hospital
near the front, were transported by ambulanceddtiris hospital. As the front’s
distance from Paris increased, ambulance transoriaecame too slow. At the same
time replacements and urgently needed suppliesdameiflown in DC3s to the front.
Since these planes were often empty upon theinretive medical corps used them to
transport wounded soldiers to the Paris hospifake 9£' MGTB was assigned the duty
of transporting the wounded soldiers from the fietdpitals to the forward air field and
supervising their loading onto the DC3s.

The DC3 was the air force’s work horse of WorldiWa It was not pressurized
(it generally flew low, below 10,000 feet) withade cabin which was easily adapted for
many uses. Its two powerful engines could hatlaxire troops and pull a glider for
airborne landings. It could land and take off frehort, undeveloped landing strips. If a
military unit had to have badly needed replacemengmrticular type of ammunition,
badly needed medical supplies or a vitally neededhanical part, the DC3 could get it
there. As we transported our patients, | enjoysiling with their pilots, whom |
admired. They were some of our very best, oftgindl unprotected within rifle range of

the enemy.
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During this second buildup of supplies, troops agdipment | jumped at the
opportunity to enroll in the University of Pari$his famous school had been taken over
by the army for the purpose of educating one afficeeach unit in the subject of Bomb
Reconnaissance. Throughout France, where miligagets or battlefields existed, most
bombs dropped by airplanes, artillery shells anthgrenades had detonated, but some
had not. Those that had not exploded were eitfieg on or buried in the ground and
were very dangerous. Some of our soldiers had kided while attempting to liberate
or dispose of these objects. The purpose of theseavas to educate officers in the
mechanics of these explosive devices so that fieotould determine which were
dangerous, isolate the area where the devise watebband notify special units who
would either defuse or explode the device. Tomeedourse was a delightful, paid, three
week vacation in Paris.

With orders in hand | boarded a DC3 at a forwardling strip, landed at an air
force base in Paris and was billeted in a UniveisitParis dormitory which was located
in a very interesting portion of the city. Afteragluation a DC3 delivered me to the
landing strip near my battalion where | resumeduswal duty.

During this buildup our casualty load was verhntignd we had too much time on
our hands. Using the DC3 shuttle to Paris | ctnaide a three day pass any time | asked
forit. The catch and problem was that the arngyimed proof of a hotel reservation for
the duration of the pass before it would be grantedery hotel in Paris was booked solid
for the duration of the war. The army had reseiedks of rooms mostly for men on
leave from rifle companies, which were not avaiatad me. Every army, navy, air force

headquarters of consequence as well as Allied govent offices had succumbed to the
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lure of the city. The lure was so great that ldretp wonder if it would become a major
impediment to our war effort. While discussing #wailability of hotel rooms in Paris
with the pilots of the DC3 shuttle, | learned diatel the pilots used while on leave.

It was a small hotel, about four stories high,\wedated on one of Paris’s
attractive circles, which for some reason, theedlarmy had not commandeered. Air
force pilots apparently exclusively used it. Witle help of my friends, the DC3 pilots, |
was able to get a hotel reservation which allowedorprocure a pass. Armed with two
cartons of Camel cigarettes (cigarettes were amilydavailable to soldiers in the field
but almost non-existent in Paris where an experdaek market existed) which | gave
to the hotel owner or manager when | checked irgdbtel.

| enjoyed the company of my friend, the very gfhiand proper English lady
whom | first met on the North Atlantic convoy ent@o England. She was very familiar
with the city and as had occurred in London, | hadur of this beautiful city which few
soldiers would see.

My room at the hotel was on the second floor andrrthan any accommodations
available to me in Europe. On the hotel’s grodndrf next to the small lobby and check
in desk was a well-furnished parlor which | onlysebved from its entrance. While |
never saw a single instance of impropriety at tiotel, beginning in the late afternoon
and extending into the late evening, a group of. BiSForce pilots and attractive French
ladies would assemble in the parlor and party tiéoearly morning hours.

“Old man, is it true that during the war while l@ave in Paris you stayed in a

house of ill repute?”
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“While some, with ulterior, evil motives, haveeatipted to degrade our brave
war-time pilots by calling it a U.S. Air Force Bhatl, there is no concrete evidence
supporting this scurrilous attack.”

During the fall of 1944, as our build-up continuaek knew our next obstacle was
the Rhine River and the German Siegfried Line.

Our feeling of complacency was rudely shaken ocebd#er 16, 1944, when a
German attack occurred against First Army’s VIlIr@oposition. It was in a region
called the Ardennes. It was a major assault. @ays General Von Rundstedt
commanded the thrust of the Sixth Panzer Army baed-ifth Panzer Army in the center
with Germany’s Fifteenth Army on the right and$sventh Army on the left. Its goal
was to break through to the port of Antwerp onleeth Sea. The ensuing battle was
called The Bulge.

One of the 9% MGTB companies had established a field hospit#hénArdennes
which was directly in front of the German advanttavas in imminent danger of being
captured with all of its patients and equipmentr iRy contribution as staff officer in
helping with the planning and the evacuation ospenel and patients of this company, |
was awarded the Bronze Star. Immediately befa@eathval of German panzer tanks,
our 6x6 trucks evacuated all personnel and patfeons their endangered location.
Although the company lost all its equipment andpigs, none of our soldiers or patients
were captured or wounded.

The 97 MGTB retreated to the west and east on the riglet sf the German
penetration where the U.S. First Army with the LB Airborne Division defended this

side and shoulder of the German advance. TheHefilder of the German advance was
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at Bastogne, where the U.S. f08irborne Division maintained its famous defense, a
the left side of the attack was defended by the W28 Army Group. On December 26,
close to Diant on the Muse River, the U.% &rmored Division stopped the point of the
German advance and the U.8.&my broke through to Bastogne. These troops with
others, assisted by clear weather and U.S. angiBatr attacks defeated this last major
German offensive against the Allies in the west.

The German plan, from a military standpoint, hadrbexcellently planned and
carried out. Their troops had been secretly askeimthey had surprised the enemy,
they attacked the weakest point of the Allies fréimé attack occurred at a time when fog
and snow would protect their locations and prowideer from air attacks and they knew
the terrain. They failed because their army hashlwrained by the campaign on their
Russian front and because they were now confromittdsuperior Allied forces on the
ground and in the air.

As the battles of Breakout and Falaise Gap hadtsgbsin the capture of France,
the Battle of the Bulge brought the Allied forceghe border of Germany. But, much
fighting remained. The Siegfried Line (Germanystified positions on this portion of
its border) had to be breached. Beyond it the &Riiver had to be crossed and behind
it, on U.S. First Army’s front, was the Ruhr Vallégermany’s largest industrial
complex which supplied its war effort.) WinningetBattle of the Bulge helped in
completing these tasks because the German arns/weit forced to retreat under
constant Allied artillery, infantry and air assault

The U.S. First Army pushed through the Siegfrigteland up to or near the

Rhine River. The Rhine was a major German rivapdrtant as a military barrier and as
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a transportation artery supporting its war eff@detween Strasbourg and Duisburg there
had been 26 bridges crossing it. They had all ladlesd military targets and some had
been damaged and destroyed by British and Amesaattacks. No allied military
planner expected to acquire a single bridge adhesRhine because if allied attacks had
not destroyed them, a retreating German army weerthinly finish the job. A
considerable portion of our second build-up hachlEntoon bridge equipment which
our engineers expected to use as our army estadllsachheads upon crossing this
formidable barrier.

On March 7 U.S. First Army’s"™Armored Division reached the Rhine at
Remagen and captured the Ludendorff Bridge intzadtqd the Remagen Bridge by the
soldiers). Although a small explosion had occurtbd German attempt to destroy it had
failed and the bridge had survived. The usualjhup-and-wait occurred because before
a major bridgehead across the Rhine could be atéshtbe Supreme Allied Commander
must give the order (necessary because a largeyeent of troops might conflict with
the general war plans). | could not contain myitexaent and my jeep headed down the
road to Remagen. Parked closely, almost touchmegamother, along the side of the road
were the 8 Division’s tanks. Their guns were pointed towtre Rhine. Had German
planes been available these tanks would have besanming target. And, then, along
the road there was nothing, an eerie quiet withuinog person in sight, and suddenly
there it was, our gateway into the heart of Germany

A dead German soldier lay on the pavement neagnthrance of the bridge. In
later years | have not been able to erase the ttdbagt this young man had wasted his

life defending his fatherland. Was he a Germadispolvho should have blown the
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bridge or had those in charge of its destructionieslaoo long for him to retreat across
it?

The bridge across this large river was not besgglby anyone and no one could
be observed. To cross this river without havin§idbt for a bridgehead on its opposite
bank would save the lives of countless soldiers.

First Army was authorized to send five of its dighs across the bridge and
promised four more which were in the vicinity oflGgne. The Remagen Bridge would
ultimately collapse from heavy use and Germanssaalt, but by that time our pontoon
bridges ensured the delivery of our troops and kegppcross the Rhine and into the
heart of Germany.

Downstream where the Rhine was broader the Camé&dlist Army, British
Second Army and U.S. Ninth Army created a bridgdhdawas a costly assault but
succeeded. Upstream, where the river was notaamtihe U.S. Third and Seventh
Armies with the French First Army created bridgeteacross the river above Mainz.

First Army, advancing out of its beachhead actbe<Rhine, encircled the Rhur
Valley on its right and the U.S. Ninth Army encedlthe valley on its left. The two
armies met at the German town of Lippstadt, surdoumnthis industrial heart of
Germany, and taking 325,000 prisoners.

The 9% MGTB made successive moves as First Army advatwét Elbe
where it halted. The Russian army was advanciraugh Berlin and when it met us at
the Elbe, for all practical considerations, the walEurope was over. Although there
remained pockets of resistance, it had been satdhbk war in Europe ended at midnight,

May 8-9.
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When it all ended the $IMGTB was located in a very small farming village i
the First Army sector, several miles west of thieeERiver. All the wounded soldiers in
our company units were evacuated and we had notbidg. There was only one two
story brick house in the village and with seveffabar officers, | moved into its second
floor.

It is difficult to explain the affection we hadrfour commanding officer, Col.
Charles Gingles. He was a regular army medicalodacho had organized our battalion
in Louisiana. There was no precedent to follow émehs created with limited
instructions. He had supervised its training amy@ment to England, across France,
Belgium and into Germany. | don't believe we lastingle man due to sickness or
injury. We had only one casualty, which was noiosss, when a buzz bomb struck a
building we were planning to use for a mess haliduthe Battle of the Bulge. In this
war we had been the poor boy on the block; thedeblean nothing for us to do. After
the invasion of France we had adapted to assigagelsdvhich we had preformed well.
Our commanding officer was given a promotion, whiehdeserved, and we lost him.
He was transferred, for in the military schemehifigs a MGTB can be commanded by
an officer ranked no higher than Lt. Col. and hé hacome a full Colonel. To us it was
almost as though there had been a death in théyfami

We expected to be transferred to the Pacific #resatd were hoping to be sent
through the United States before receiving ourgassent. While waiting in this isolated
German farming village my duties as unofficial batin officer club manager became
difficult. For some time we had not received oxpected officer’s allotment of whisky.

One of the emoluments of being an officer in thelMal Corps is the adequate
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availability of hospital alcohol. It is a pure forof alcohol, about 160 proof (good
quality whisky is usually about 80 proof), whichstrmaany medical uses. A well-trained
physician can dilute it with water or a mixer andka it palatable for drinking. Itis
supplied to the medical unit in a square five-galbontainer. The war had starved the
farming community where we were stationed. Evendld men had been used up in the
German army, food was scarce and no alcoholic bgesrwere available. There was
available a thing called German beer. The Gernogulation had been so restricted that
this beer had been created without any alcoholecintOur physicians were able to
inject just the right amount of hospital alcohdbithis German beer. While in Germany
it became a staple product in our officer’s club.

The Allies had transferred to the European contiaemassive amount of military
equipment, supplies and troops, most of which ne¢al®e transferred to the Pacific.
Although it seemed the #MGTB was stuck in this small German village forewthere
was a fear and dread of a protracted war agaipsinJa

It came as a pleasant shock when we learned thatigust 6 an atomic bomb
had devastated Hiroshima, Japan. Another bomisaddenly warfare ceased
everywhere. None of us knew such a weapon exissedidenly the nagging fear born
by all soldiers at war was lifted. All soldiersafedeath and pain. Warfare is nothing
more than the infliction of terror, pain and deaffon the enemy. For many months,
even the bravest of us had included as a partrdifelithe acceptance of terror,
knowledge that the terror we were inflicting upam enemy was also being inflicted by
him upon us. It's a strange indescribable feelngidden fear of death, which was

erased too quickly. It occurred almost too quidkiye accepted.

36



Of course, we celebrated in our makeshift officelh.

The length of the life expectancy of soldiersha U.S. Army of World War I
was not uniform and was not and could not be fahie infantry divisions’ rifle platoons
fought in the front lines and were primarily respitate for winning the war. They fought
in the most dangerous places and suffered the casshlties and deaths. The danger
gradually decreased as the distance behind theifroeased. A World War 1l division
of 14,000 men would have only 3,240 in its riflagolons. Only 1 in 5 of its troops were
most likely exposed to danger. Behind the diviglmmarmy maintained an elaborate
support structure that was necessary to keep tiwah’s rifle platoons and other troops
properly supplied and directed. When these aduitittoops are added, 15 soldiers,
behind the front, were required to supply and namone man in rifle platoon. During
the major battles of the war in Europe the casembustained in rifle platoons were high
and often depleted their strength because replatenere not available or were slow to
arrive.

When | was drafted in 1941 the odds were 15 twal my life expectancy would
be longer than that of a man in a rifle platoon.

When | was sent to a medical unit for trainingtia Medical Corp my life
expectancy increased further. While some Medicap€ soldiers working in aid stations
close the front were in considerable danger, mbss avere well to the rear. We were
unarmed, protected with large red crosses andortidered to be combat troops.

When | was assigned to a Medical Gas Treatmenalgat in a war where gas

would not be used, my life expectancy increasedemor
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When it was all over | was proud of my servicéhatl been a private, corporal,
sergeant, second lieutenant, first lieutenant apdain in the army. Upon returning to
my parent’'s home in Washington, D.C., the Speak#éreoU.S. House of Representatives
gave me two tickets to the Army Navy Game andgaigih | had forgotten most of my
earlier legal education, my father saw to it thatk licensed to practice before the U.S.
Supreme Court, the Court of Claims and the Tax Cdulid not feel entitled to the
respect | was given. My service had subjectedanety little danger and it was
apparent to me that my parents had suffered mategithe war than | had.

Now, over half a century has passed, memory tdegdfand only the indelible
events remain.

To me, the two great cities of the war were Londod Paris. When | first saw
fog shrouded London it was cold and damp, a batteictim of the first large air assault
on a major city. It had born the carnage with brazourage and was being threatened
with a new German terror machine, the buzz bombfitet un-manned jet propelled
aircraft carrying a bomb). The buzz bomb’s jetiragnade a rattling sound which could
be heard as it approached its target. It tookrofh France with its guidance system set
in the direction of London. It carried a measuaewbunt of fuel which would be
depleted when it arrived over the city. When itslfexpired, its engine ceased to
function and it would fall to earth and explodeheTpeople of London could hear it
coming and had a little time to take cover whereitgine became quiet. A later German
terror invention gave no warning of its approadtme first German rocket propelled
missile was its V2 bomb. It blasted off from Franeto space and fell in the vicinity of

London. Its explosion, as it struck the grounds wee first notice of its approach.
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London was an eerie town that was suffering aeunl it wounds. The last time | saw
London its historic buildings, the palaces, govesntrbuildings, museums, churches and
entertainment halls had been repaired and boreideree of the carnage that had been
inflicted upon the city. It was the vibrant citadé the English speaking world and
seemed to exist as though no war had occurred.albeautiful monument honoring the
stamina, culture and spirit of the English people.

The first time | saw Paris it was the most beaultfty | had ever seen. Its people
were beautiful, hilariously happy, mostly smilingpive some joyfully cried. Entering
this oasis, a sanctuary from death and destructias,the embodiment of peace and
beauty. On recent visits the city is as it wage@t somehow it isn’'t. The method of
arrival and the circumstances are different. Hs¢ fime | saw Paris | had traveled from
England crossing below the English Channel on arioxs train. As an old man, an
American tourist, | observed the same great montsnamenues, museums and
structures along its great river that had beerethefore. To me this city can never be as
great as it was when | arrived there from therglfields of war as a liberating soldier.

“Old man, what World War Il accomplishment are yoast proud of?”

“I never killed anyone.”

“What a cop-out.”

For the better part of five years | had been & @aone of the most massive
human slaughtering machines ever devised by ma@mddhot know how many humans
we killed, maimed or crippled. The most powerfations on earth had devoted their
entire energies creating machines, instrumentgtanttaining of soldiers for one

purpose: to destroy, kill and maim human beingil&®n that small German village |
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would have favored dropping a dozen atomic bomb3aman had it been necessary to
end that war. For many years since the war | lissayed in my Sherman office a
large portrait of President Truman. | believe heswur greatest Twentieth Century
president. That poor man had to make the dectsiainop the bomb. He had to order
the use of the Atomic Bomb because of me — and YWa.would have impeached him
had he failed to use the bomb with full knowledigat ttasualties could amount to a
staggering total had we established beachheaddupsiand breakouts on the islands of
Japan. Using the atomic bombs was the largesirigracts in the history of mankind. |
feel responsible for that and other similar sirgdant to World War 1.

Looking back on the record of the United Statesnduthe Twentieth Century,
one is forced to say that we were a war-like natiBg my third birthday, my father a
lawyer, was in France, a Major, Judge Advocatdefu.S. 35 Division, during World
War I; a war to end all wars. My mother had sigtbers; five of them were in that war.
Her youngest brother was in the U.S. Army in Franbée | was there during World
War Il; a war dubbed by our supreme commander asé&ie in Europe.” These were
followed by the Korean War and the Viet Nam WaBgtween each of these wartime
ventures we usually lived in a war-like threateneddition; the Cold War, the Cuban
Missile Crisis. There was a continuation of ward egevolutions between and in other
nations. | don't believe there was a single yaahe Twentieth Century when all the
nations of the world were at peace. Does the hurearg demand war and is he
incapable of creating peace on earth?

Also troubling, it is politically advantageous four country to be at war because

the voters in the United States support wartimsigeats. President Roosevelt was
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reelected so many times during World War |l th&graliis death a constitutional
amendment was passed limiting the presidency taewnos. It was feared a long war
might result in the creation of a monarch.

When | face my maker, with full knowledge thatavie violated the great
commandment (THOU SHALL NOT KILL), how can | pleady case?

Dare | say: “Dear Lord, if you will forgive me aify sins, | will forgive you for
creating humans who are incapable of living in pea@etter not try to barter with the
Lord for | believe he knows what | have done.

This leaves me with only a plea for mercy.

Neilson Roger

June 1, 2005
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